The folk tale is an important constituent of folklore. Even today the folk tale is one of the principal forms of entertainment and education for a large proportion of the world's inhabitants. In India, for example, millions of people narrate folk tales for entertainment and aesthetic purposes. Folk tales are orally transmitted from one generation to another; often, especially in recent times, this may also occur in written form. Characterised by improbable background, folk tales usually emphasise a moral at the end of the story.
The folk tales of different regions represent the thoughts, ideas, mental state, traditions, manners and customs and even the wit and wisdom of the people of that region. Apart from their entertainment value, they provide an insight into the present and past traditions and culture of the region from which they originate.
Bihar, one of the most important states of India, has a rich tradition of folk culture. 'Panchtantra', the collection of famous Indian folk tales, has its origin in the telling of morality stories to the princes of 'Pataliputra' (Patna -the capital of Bihar). Apart from folk tales, Bihar is rich in numerous ballads and folk songs sung on different occasions either in order to increase the efficiency of human labour or for recreational purposes. Similarly, proverbs and riddles indicate a deep insight into worldly matters.
TYPOLOGY OF FOLK TALES
Folk tales are generally woven around supernatural, mythological, devotional, historical, and social topics (Chettiar 1973) . Physical and psychological manifestations, the appeasement of wicked spirits, horror situations, devils and evil spirits, human sacrifice and other strange features are the most common elements of folk tales.
The categories and examples of the features we encounter in folk tales are:
1. The supernatural adversary, e.g. a dragon or animal such as a horse and parrot. 2. Magic and magical objects, e.g. the magic ring which causes disappearing, the speaking conch, the flying carpet, a staff which beats the enemy until called off, the magic lamp, etc. 3. Preternatural powers, e.g. the understanding of animal speech, etc. 4. Extraordinary strength. 5. Mission and quest e.g. to fetch three golden hairs of a giant, to free a princess, etc. 6. Loyal relatives, e.g. aunt, grandmother. 7. Unfriendly relatives, e.g. in-laws, stepmother and sister, etc. 8. Supernatural powers, e.g. an ability to see hidden objects anywhere, to unlock any lock, etc. 9. The three spheres of the world -Heaven, Earth and Hell.
The presence of the uncanny in these stories generally seeks to illustrate the triumph of good over evil. The objects of folk tales are panoramic: they may be romantic, imaginative, humorous, based on local traditions, bizarre and might even protest against injustices committed in the past.
UNIVERSALITY AND PARALLELISM IN FOLK TALES
The paradigmatic foundation of an unreal world on real life surpasses the boundaries of any region. The primary features of most of the folk tales of different regions often coincide. In spite of varieties and local peculiarities, the folk tales of different regions share a common pattern. Stories about the genesis and origin of mankind, animal stories about the supposed cleverness of the jackal, the mischief of the crow and the royal magnanimity of the tiger are recounted throughout the world. The life of a single sister among her seven brothers, the jealousy of a second wife, the villainy of an ogre, the simplicity of a scholar, the ultimate triumph of goodness and virtue, happiness after all trials, worries and deprivation, are some of the basic common features of folk stories not only in different parts of India but also in different countries of the world (Chaudhury 1994 ).
The similarities between the different elements of the folk tales of different regions were first noticed by Tylor and Lang, theorists of cultural evolution. They developed a theory for explaining these characteristics, known as parallelism, arguing that several cultural elements evolve in parallel and almost simultaneously in different societies. The universal human psyche transcending the limits of time and geographical boundaries forms the most logical basis for explaining such similarities in the folk tales of different regions. The essence of the universal psychic unity lies in a similar human response to his surroundings under similar socio-cultural conditions (Prasad 1989).
NON-VERBAL MESSAGES IN FOLK TALES
Generally balance in folk tales is achieved through underlying meaning and appeal. Different kinds of folk tales have different effects on people. Years ago, when learning from written sources was less common, folk tales, with their hidden moral values and lesson, functioned as the promoters of personal development and socialisation of the people of India. "Panchtantra" and "Fatak Katha" illustrate this quite well. Some of the morals and messages commonly found in folk tales are:
1. Good will eventually triumph and evil will be punished. -Everyone gets his just deserts. 2. Truth comes to light. 3. The lesson of kindness. 4. Warning against making a foolish commitment for temporary gain.
5. A friend in need is a friend indeed. 6. Greed leads to great loss. 7. Bad deeds do not lead to good results. 8. Might makes right.
Folk tales include warnings, e.g. to rulers (a simple peasant kills a king in disguise, a rat or a rabbit defeats an elephant or a tiger), help preserve tradition and avoid certain taboos.
Below we present some folk tales of Bihar with comments as to the contents, characters, interpersonal relations, etc.
Bawan Ganga
Once Bawan Ganga is a water-pool near Rajgir in Nalanda District and is associated with a folk-tale fondly recited by the people of Rajgir area. Rajgir, with its ancient relics, has been the seat of many kings and saints. The place, associated closely with Buddhism and Jainism, is picturesque and attracts many visitors.
The story is quite complex and multilateral. Man has always cherished a desire to have control over supernatural powers, or at least have a source of communication with them. In the story he fulfils his desire. Several stories centre around the fight between ordinary man and supernatural being, and this story is one of these. Some of the basic values and morals contained in this story are the following:
1. An ordinary man can defeat a great ruler if he is just and intelligent. 2. It reflects the people's belief in three spheres of the worldHeaven, Hell and Earth. 3. The main female character possessed the ability to understand animal speech. 4. The story shows how animals and birds contribute to the life of a happy couple. 5. This story also refers to the established social practice that a girl cannot marry without her father's consent. 6. Marriage alliances between young women of low caste and young men of high caste were not unknown. 7. This story also reveals that virtue and merit are not the monopoly of people of high caste. 8. The story supports the ingenious and highly imaginary theory about a great cyclopean stone wall at Rajgir which still exists; and through this an attempt is made to render the story more realistic and associate it with a particular place. The four friends bowed to the decision and the woman became the wife of the hawker.
Vermilion and marriage
The story refers to the custom prevalent among the tribes of Chotanagpur, that "Sindur-daan" or applying vermilion on the forehead of a girl means that she is married to the boy who does so. The story tries to preserve tradition.
Even today marriages are forced this way in tribal society. This custom is also cleverly exploited by couples who have fallen in love. At the weekly fair a boy suddenly appears before a girl and applies vermilion on her forehead. The girl's parents are then forced to recognise the marriage.
This story also reveals that fighting for a girl has always been a common practice in Indian society. At the same time the story supports the proverb that one who possesses skills cannot sit idle. The four friends were all endowed with skill, and rather than sitting idle they preferred to work, even at night, and could also enjoy the fruits of their labour. This story is quite bizarre and could be classified under the category of possessing supernatural skills. If today anyone were to claim to possess such powers, he would not be taken seriously. People, however, tend to accept the information contained in folk tales as being true.
The two friends

CONCLUSION
India has a long and varied history, and its people are of most diverse origin and of different religious traditions. As might be expected, the folklore of India reflects this diversity of history and population. Several old literary collections of tales have been popular among the population for centuries.
Folk tales, like other genres of folklore of any society, reflect emotions, needs, conflicts and other aspects of human psyche that people acquire as a result of growing up in a specific culture. Folk tales are probably the most crystallised and apt expression of hu-man thoughts. The study of folk tales prevalent in a society helps to understand the common universal elements on the one hand and certain characteristic traits specific to that society on the other.
The present article is based on an attempt to introduce some of the popular folk tales of Bihar.
